
Common Core Standards 

Talk Tickets 
 
Any small object such as a paper clip, bingo marker or paper ‘ticket’ can be used as a ticket to talk!   
 
The ticket buys you a chance to talk during a small group discussion.   
 
Each student receives the same number of Talk Tickets at the beginning of a small group discussion.  
As students enter into to the discussion, they place one token in the middle of the table.  When 
students run out of tokens, their talk time is up. They then can only make additional contributions 
after the others in the group have used up their tickets.   
 
Talk Tickets encourage participation in two ways: They restrict dominant students from 
monopolizing the discussion, and they encourage reluctant students to share more of their ideas. 
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 Group discussion and participation is covered in L-1, 3, and 6 in Speaking and 
Listening Standards of the Common Core Standards 
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