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Common Core Standards-based Developmental Writing Portfolios 

 
Gathering and analyzing progress with writing over time through the use of a portfolio is a time-honored 
tradition in the teaching of writing.  We've created this CCSS document in order for you to do just 
that.  Here's how to use the forms: 

1. Duplicate either one or both forms as indicated by the grade level you teach and the range of writers in 
your classroom.  For example, if you teach third grade, but have students writing from a first to a fourth 
grade writing level, you will need both forms.  If you teach first and range from K-leveled to 2nd grade 
leveled writers, the K-2 form will suffice.  

2. Glue these forms to the outside of a file folder. 

3. Periodically gather a writing sample from your 
students.  You'll want to attach one of our writing 
rubrics to show what performance level that sample 
illustrates for that student as well as indicate the level 
of guidance and support offered as the student was 
writing. 

4. On the outside of the folder on the portfolio form, use 
a colored highlighter to highlight skills mastered as 
evidenced by the writing sample.  You'll also want to 
use teacher judgment and daily observation to back 
up your checking off of standards.  Check one off if 
the sample indicates that progress as well as 
somewhat consistent use of that skill in daily writing. 

5. As a school team, choose a different color of 
highlighter for each trimester so that you can see growth patterns over time for each student. 

6. You may also want to add post-its, or notes about writing conferences with the student or goals you've 
discussed into the folder to make a complete record of their progress with writing and your individualized 
support for that student. 

 


