
California Common Core 
Writing Standards 
and 
Anchor Papers 

From original documents on California Department of 
Education website cde.ca.gov, in Appendix C of the Common 
Core Standards for English Language Arts. 

Grade 1 

These documents are also available on our website www.knoxeducation.com along with student 
standards checklists and 11x17 posters, as well as teaching units, mini lessons, tools, and resources. 

Compiled by Knox Education www.knoxeducation.com from documents originating from CDE at cde.ca.gov Page 1

http://www.knoxeducation.com/


Writing Standards for Grade 1 

WRITING STANDARDS: OPINION/ARGUMENT WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

 1W 1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure. 

WRITING STANDARDS: INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

 1W 2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

WRITING STANDARDS: NARRATIVE WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

 1W 3 
Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some 
details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some 
sense of closure. 

WRITING STANDARDS: ALL GENRES 

 Number Standard 

Production and Distribution of Writing 
 1W 4. This standard begins in grade 2. 

 1W 5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions 
from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed. 

 1W 6. With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

 1W 7. Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on 
a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 

 1W 8. With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question. 

 1W 9. Standard begins in grade 4. 
Range of Writing 
 1W 10. Standard begins in grade 2. 

Compiled by Knox Education www.knoxeducation.com from documents originating from CDE at cde.ca.gov Page 1



Common Core State StandardS for engliSh language artS  & literaCy in hiStory/SoCial StudieS, SCienCe, and teChniCal SubjeCtS
a

p
p

e
n

d
ix

 C
  |   2

samples of student Writing

Following are writing samples that have been annotated to illustrate the criteria required to meet the 
Common Core State Standards for particular types of writing—argument, informative/explanatory text, 
and narrative—in a given grade. Each of the samples exhibits at least the level of quality required to meet 
the Writing standards for that grade.

The range of accomplishment within each grade reflects differences in individual development as well 
as in the conditions under which the student writers were expected to work. Some of the samples were 
written in class or as homework; others were written for on-demand assessments; still others were 
the result of sustained research projects. Where possible, each sample includes information about the 
circumstances under which it was produced. The samples come from students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. The students attended school in a number of states and districts across the country. 

At the lower grades, the samples include “opinion” writing, an elementary type of argument in which 
students give reasons for their opinions and preferences. Because reasons are required, such writing 
helps prepare students for drafting the arguments they will be expected to create beginning in grade 6.
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student sample: Grade 1, Informative/explanatory

This informative report was produced in class.
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annotation

The writer of this piece

• names the topic (in the title).

o My Big Book About Spain

• supplies some facts about the topic.

o Spain is loacted (located) in the south western tip of Europe.

o Spain has alot of fiestas.

o Spian . . . has bull fights . . .

o Spain’s neighbors are France, Andorra, Algeria, Portugal and Morocco.

• provides some sense of closure.

o One day when I am a researcher I am going to go to Spain and write about it!

• demonstrates command of some of the conventions of standard written english.

o This piece illustrates the writer’s awareness of beginning-of-sentence capitalization and
end-of-sentence punctuation as well as the use of capital letters for proper nouns.
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student sample: Grade 1, narrative

This narrative is a process piece that was produced in class.

annotation

The writer of this piece

• establishes the situation with the opening sentence.

o I went to biye (buy) a hamster . . .

• recounts two or more appropriately sequenced events.

o I got a. Very nerves (nervous) hamster . . . then at nite (night) when my. Dad came home

• includes some detail regarding what happened.

o I was so excited I woted (wanted) to run. All the waye (way) there . . .

• uses temporal words to signal event order (though the writer does not consistently include
them).

o then at nite (night) when my. Dad came home he sedi (said) was (what) is that. Noys
(noise) . . .

• provides some sense of closure.

o I Did’t (didn’t) wont (want) to ratern (return) her. Becaus she was so soft and cuddley
(cuddly). She felt lik (like) a little cotton ball.
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• demonstrates growing command of the conventions of standard written english.

o There is some evidence in this piece that the writer understands various uses of capital
letters: frequently sentences begin with a capital letter, and the pronoun I is consistently
capitalized. (However, with the exception of the pronoun I, there are no capital letters
in the title.) Periods end some sentences but not all and are sometimes introduced in
unconventional places.

These documents have been compiled by Knox Education at knoxeducation.com from documents on cde.ca.gov. Page 8




