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Writing Standards for Grade 3 
WRITING STANDARDS: OPINION/ARGUMENT WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

 3W 1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 

 3W 1a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure that lists 
reasons. 

 3W 1b. Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
 3W 1c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and reasons. 
 3W 1d. Provide a concluding statement or section. 

WRITING STANDARDS: INFORMATIVE/EXPLANATORY WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

 3W 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
 3W 2a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 
 3W 2b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
 3W 2c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of information. 
 3W 2d. Provide a concluding statement or section 

WRITING STANDARDS: NARRATIVE WRITING 

Text Types and Purposes 

3W 3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 

 3W 3a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

 3W 3b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or show the response of 
characters to situations. 

 3W 3c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
 3W 3d. Provide a sense of closure. 

WRITING STANDARDS: ALL GENRES 

 Number Standard 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

 3W 4. With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task 
and purpose. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 3W 5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and 
editing. Editing from conventions should demonstrate command of Language Standards 1-3 up to and including grade 3. 

 3W 6. With guidance and support from adults, use technology to produce and publish writing (using keyboarding skills) as well as 
to interact and collaborate with others. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 3W 7. Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 

 3W 8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and 
sort evidence into provided categories. 

 3W 9. (Begins in grade 4) 
Range of Writing 

 3W 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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samples of student Writing

Following are writing samples that have been annotated to illustrate the criteria required to meet the 
Common Core State Standards for particular types of writing—argument, informative/explanatory text, 
and narrative—in a given grade. Each of the samples exhibits at least the level of quality required to meet 
the Writing standards for that grade.

The range of accomplishment within each grade reflects differences in individual development as well 
as in the conditions under which the student writers were expected to work. Some of the samples were 
written in class or as homework; others were written for on-demand assessments; still others were 
the result of sustained research projects. Where possible, each sample includes information about the 
circumstances under which it was produced. The samples come from students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. The students attended school in a number of states and districts across the country. 

At the lower grades, the samples include “opinion” writing, an elementary type of argument in which 
students give reasons for their opinions and preferences. Because reasons are required, such writing 
helps prepare students for drafting the arguments they will be expected to create beginning in grade 6.
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student sample: Grade 3, Informative/explanatory

This informative report is a process piece that was produced in class.
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annotation

The writer of this piece

• introduces a topic.

o I chose horses because I like to ride them. . . . Horses are so beautiful and fun to ride.

• creates an organizational structure (using headers) that groups related information together.

o Horse Families; Markings; Breeds and Color Coats; Horses from Different Countries

• develops the topic with facts and details.

o Hocaidos are from Japan, Sumbas are from Indonesia, and Pintos are from America.

o A horse can walk, trot, canter, and gallop.

o They [horses] live about 12 to 14 years.

o The most dangerous horse is the Percheron.

• uses linking words and phrases to connect ideas within categories of information.

o I like Morgans because they have a beautiful reddish-brown coat.

o When a foal is ready to be born, the mare (the mother horse) lies down.
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o The first horses were no bigger than a fox and looked like a donkey.

o Most horses live on farms or ranches, but some horses are wild.

• provides a concluding section.

o I like horses and I know a lot about them. I like to ride them and they’re so beautiful!
Their coats are beautiful, I wish I had a horse of my own!

• demonstrates growing command of the conventions of standard written english (with
occasional errors that do not interfere materially with the underlying message).
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student sample: Grade 3, narrative

This narrative was produced in class, and the writer likely received support from the teacher.
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annotation

The writer of this piece

• establishes a situation and introduces the narrator.

o ONE night when the air was warm, my puppys were sleeping on the back porch. . . . I
turned out my lamp. I wuldn’t go to sleep. . . . I saw my mom geting ready to walk out the
door. . . . She had a worried exspression on her face. I knew somthing was wrong.

• organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally and uses temporal words and phrases to
signal event order.

o When I opened The back door I excpected my puppys Maggie and Tucker to jump up on
me. They didn’t come at all. I called, they still didn’t come. Now I knew something was
wrong.
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• uses dialogue and description of characters’ actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop
experiences and events or show the response of characters to situations.

o I asked “where are you going”? “Just for a drive” she replied. She had a worried
exspression on her face.

o I knew somthing was wrong.

o I went to my room and cried.

o The next day I still worried. I worried all through school.

o Her eyes started to fill with tears as she answered my question with 3 words, “I don’t
know,” she burst into tears. So did I. She hugged me.

o I went outside and sat in moms rocking chair. I cried some more.

o I’ve got over them leaving because mom says we can get 2 new puppys very soon.

• provides a sense of closure.

o I’ve got over them leaving because mom says we can get 2 new puppys very soon.

• demonstrates growing command of the conventions of standard written english (with
occasional errors that do not interfere materially with the underlying message).
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