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Current CDE Writing Standards Fifth Grade 1997
Strategies 

Organization Create multi-paragraph compositions: 
a.) Establish and develop a situation or plot. 
b.) Describe the setting. 
c. Present an ending. 

Create multi-paragraph expository compositions: 
a.) Establish a topic. Important ideas, or events in sequence or chronological order. 
b.) Provide details and transitional expressions that link one paragraph to another in a clear 
line of thought. 
c. Offer a concluding paragraph that summarizes important ideas and details. 

Evaluation and Revision Edit and revise manuscripts to improve the meaning and focus of writing by adding, 
deleting, consolidating and rearranging words and sentences. 

Use Reference Materials/  
Research and Technology 

Use organizational features of printed text (e.g., citations, end notes, bibliographic references) 
to locate relevant information. 

Focus Use a thesaurus to identify alternative word choices and meanings. 

Format/ Penmanship Create simple documents by using electronic media and employing organization l features 
(e.g., passwords, entry and pull-down menus, word searches, thesaurus, spell checks). 

Applications 
Narrative Write narratives: 

a.) Establish a plot, point of view, setting and conflict. 
b.)  Show, rather than tell, the events of the story. 

Expository (See also Organization for Expository Compositions.) 
Write research reports about important ideas, issues, or events by using the following 
guidelines:  
a.) Frame questions that direct the investigation.   
b.) Establish a controlling idea or topic. 
c.) Develop the topic with simple facts, details, examples, and explanations. 

Response to Literature Write responses to literature: 
a.) Demonstrate an understanding of a literary work. 
b.) Support judgments through references to the text and to prior knowledge.   
c.) Develop interpretations that exhibit careful reading and understanding. 

Letter None   

Persuasive Write persuasive letters or compositions: 
a.) State a clear position in support of a proposal. 
b.) Support a position with relevant evidence. 
c.) Follow a simple organizational pattern. 
d.) Address reader concerns. 
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Conventions 
Punctuation Use a colon to separate hours and minutes and to introduce a list; use quotation marks 

around the exact words of a speaker and titles of poems, songs, and short stories, and so 
forth. 

Capitalization Use correct capitalization. 

Spelling Spell roots, suffixes, prefixes, contractions, and syllable constructions correctly. 

Grammar Identify and correctly use verbs that are often misused (e.g., lie/lay, sit/set, rise/raise), 
modifiers, and pronouns. 

Identify and correctly use prepositional phrases, appositives, and independent and dependent 
clauses; use transitions and conjunctions to connect ideas. 
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Text Types and Purposes 
5. W 1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.  

5. W 1a. 
 

Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped to support the 
writer’s purpose.  

5. W 1b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details.  

5. W 1c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically).  

5. W 1d. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented.  

5. W 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.   

5. W 2a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  

5. W 2b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.  

5. W 2c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially).  

5. W 2d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.  

5. W 2e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information or explanation presented.  
5. W 3 
 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event 
sequences.   

5. W 3a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally.  

5. W 3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to 
situations.  

5. W 3c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events.  

5. W 3d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely.  

5. W 3e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.  

Production and Distribution of Writing 
5. W 4. Produce clear and coherent writing (including multiple-paragraph texts) in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
 

5. W 5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 

 

5. W 6. With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of two pages in a single sitting. 
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Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
5. W 7. Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.  
5. W 8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase information 

in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources. 
 

5. W 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.   
5. W 9a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 
 

5. W 9b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in 
a text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

 

Range of Writing 
5. W 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) 

for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Language: Conventions of Standard English 
5. L 1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.   

5. L 1a. Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and interjections in general and their function in particular sentences.  

5. L 1b. Form and use the perfect (e.g., I had walked; I have walked; I will have walked) verb tenses.  

5. L 1c. Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, states, and conditions.  

5. L 1d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.*  

5. L 1e. Use correlative conjunctions (e.g., either/or, neither/nor).  

5. L 2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.   

5. L 2a. Use punctuation to separate items in a series.*  

5. L 2b. Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.  

5. L 2c. Use a comma to set off the words yes and no (e.g., Yes, thank you), to set off a tag question from the rest of the sentence (e.g., It’s true, isn’t 
it?), and to indicate direct address (e.g., Is that you, Steve?). 

 

5. L 2d. Use underlining, quotation marks, or italics to indicate titles of works.  

5. L 2e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed.  
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Language: Knowledge of Language 
5. L 3 Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.   

5. L 3a. Expand, combine, and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.  

5. L 3b. Compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in stories, dramas, or poems.  

Language: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

5. L 4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.  

 

5. L 4a. Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.  

5. L 4b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., photograph, photosynthesis).  

5. L 4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases and to identify alternate word choices in all content areas. 

 

5. L 5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.   

5. L 5a. Interpret figurative language, including similes and metaphors, in context.  

5. L 5b. Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, adages, and proverbs.  

5. L 5c. Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand each of the words.  

5. L 6. Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, 
addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition). 
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samples of student Writing

Following are writing samples that have been annotated to illustrate the criteria required to meet the 
Common Core State Standards for particular types of writing—argument, informative/explanatory text, 
and narrative—in a given grade. Each of the samples exhibits at least the level of quality required to meet 
the Writing standards for that grade.

The range of accomplishment within each grade reflects differences in individual development as well 
as in the conditions under which the student writers were expected to work. Some of the samples were 
written in class or as homework; others were written for on-demand assessments; still others were 
the result of sustained research projects. Where possible, each sample includes information about the 
circumstances under which it was produced. The samples come from students in kindergarten through 
grade 12. The students attended school in a number of states and districts across the country. 

At the lower grades, the samples include “opinion” writing, an elementary type of argument in which 
students give reasons for their opinions and preferences. Because reasons are required, such writing 
helps prepare students for drafting the arguments they will be expected to create beginning in grade 6.

acknowledgment

The Standards work group would like to express its appreciation to teachers and students at Monte 
Vista High School in California and the Randolph Technical Career Center in Vermont; other colleagues 
in California, Massachusetts, and Washington state; and ACT, Inc., and the Concord Review, who helped 
find and obtain permission for several of the samples included in the set. The group also would like to 
express its appreciation to the New Standards Project and to the International Reading Association, 
which allowed the use of several samples from their publications, and to the other student writers who 
granted permission to reproduce their work here.
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Permissions

The following student writing samples have been reprinted for the Common Core State Standards 
Initiative with the express permission of the following organizations and individuals.

ACT, Inc.: 
Untitled essay on dress codes

California Department of Education: 
“Football”; “Miss Sadie” 

The Concord Review:
“In the Wake of the Spanish Lady: American Economic Resilience in the Aftermath of the 
Influenza Epidemic of 1918” by Brooke Granowski, Concord Review, 20(1), 203–216 (©2009 
Concord Review, Inc.)

Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
“Dear Mr. Sandler”; “A Pet Story About My Cat . . . Gus”; “Animal Farm”

Monte Vista High School in California: 
“The True Meaning of Friendship”; “Lives on Mango, Rides the Whale”; untitled essay on civil 
disobedience in India; “Marching to His Own Beat”; “Summary of Key Points”

The National Center on Education and the Economy, on behalf of New Standards: 
“My fabit Book is do you Want to be my FRIEND”; “Frags (Frogs)”; “I Went to Disnand”; “My Big 
Book About Spain”; “I bot a little cotton ball”; “Owl Moon”; “My first tooth is gone”; “Horses”; 
“When my Puppys Ranaway”; “Zoo Field Trip”; “Author Response: Roald Dahl”; “Getting Shot 
and Living Through It”; “A Geographical Report”; “The Old Man and the Sea”; “__________ 
School Bond Levy”

Randolph Technical Career Center in Vermont: 
“Wood Joints”; “TIG/GTAW Welding”

Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction: 
“Glowing Shoes”; “Video Cameras in Classrooms”

Permission to reprint each of the following samples was granted by its author: 
“Freedom From Structure”; “Fact vs. Fiction and All the Grey Space in Between”; “The Making of 
a Human Voice and How to Use It” 
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student sample: Grade 5, Informative/explanatory

The informative writing that follows was produced in class.
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annotation

The writer of this piece

•	 introduces the topic clearly, provides a general observation and focus, and groups related 
information logically.

o	 Roald Dahl is a very interesting author to me. That’s because he knows what a kid wants 
to hear.

•	 develops the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic.

o	 He is the only author that I know that makes up interesting words like Inkland, fizz 
wizard, and gobble funking.

o	 Roald Dahl uses a lot of similes. Some similes that he used that I like are: Up he shot 
again like a bullet in the barrel of a gun. And my favorite is: They were like a chorus of 
dentists’ drills all grinding away together.

o	 In all of Roald Dahl’s books, I have noticed that the plot or the main problem of the story 
is either someone killing someone else, or a kid having a bad life.

•	 links ideas within and across categories of information using words, phrases, and clauses.

o	 The Witches is the book that I am reading right now, and it is like The BFG, another book 
that is by Roald Dahl. They are alike because . . .

•	 uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

o	 Roald Dahl uses a lot of similes.

o	 I have noticed that the plot or the main problem of the story . . .

o	 All the characters . . .

•	 demonstrates good command of the conventions of standard written english (with occasional 
errors that do not interfere materially with the underlying message).
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student sample: Grade 5, narrative

This narrative was produced in class, and the writer likely received feedback from her teacher and peers.
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annotation

The writer of this piece

•	 orients the reader by establishing a situation and introducing the narrator.

o	 We were in the darkness filled, mountain-top cold, waiting room. We were preparing for 
the shots of our lives.

•	 organizes an event sequence that unfolds naturally and uses a variety of transitional words, 
phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events.

o	 Trevor went first. . . . It was my turn. . . . When Taryn had her turn . . .

•	 uses narrative techniques to develop experiences and events or show the responses of 
characters to situations. 

o	 Humor through exaggeration: Before the shot was even touching him he was already 
howling. When it did hit him he was yelling loud enough to deafen you.

o	 Reporting a character’s thoughts: I was paralyzed with fear, I was death-defyed, I was 
scared.

o	 Pacing: It touched, entered my flesh, and fufilled it’s job. I started with a whimper the, 
BOOM! full blast cry.

•	 uses concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 
precisely.

o	 We were in the darkness filled, mountain-top cold, waiting room. We were preparing for 
the shots of our lives.

o	 There were also doors. Three doors, which were also brown and also faded. One was the 
way in. Not the way out unfortunately.

o	 The rest of the room was filled with families. Including my family of five. My five year old 
self, my three year old bother, and my one year old sister. 

•	 provides a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events (emphasizing 
closure by the use of sentence fragments).

o	 We opened the door and the sparkling sun blinded our eyes. It was over. All over. Finally.

•	 demonstrates good command of the conventions of standard written english (with occasional 
errors that do not interfere materially with the underlying message).
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