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Introduction to the 
The Night Writing Project 

From Knox Education 
 
What is Night Writing? 
It is a fun practice process that brings students into writing with ease, creativity and a great 
deal of enthusiasm.  It is not a substitute for writing instruction, nor is it simply more 
“homework”; it is a way to “hook” students into writing meaningfully. Students receive a 
new writing prompt and supporting graphic organizers, revision ideas, and editing checklists 
for each weekly packet on Monday.  Teachers provide a mini-lesson each day that guides 
that night’s step in the writing process— 

• Monday-prewriting with a graphic organizer 

• Tuesday- drafting 

• Wednesday- revision with a weekly focus 

• Thursday- editing 

• Friday -publishing and sharing 

We have had great success with the project for the last 7 years. Teachers from four 
northern California districts have contributed their lessons to make it a truly teacher 
designed program. Your involvement with professional development services 
from knoxeducation.com gives you access to these lessons in Microsoft Word format so you 
can change them as you may need or PDF format so you can just print them out as is. All 
we ask is that you consider contributing lesson ideas to make Night Writing constantly new 
and fresh for all teachers. 

Join us, the Night Writers! 

All Night Writing packets have been upgraded to reflect the California 
Common Core Standards. 

 

To Access the Weekly Lesson Packets: Spring Special 
Subscribers to the Knox Education website already have full access to all 40 Night Writing 
lessons and handbooks as well as everything else on our website!  If you are not 
currently a subscriber, please contact us about this year’s Spring Special…if you sign up 
for a subscription now, you receive the next four months free PLUS  all of school year 
2014-2015 through June 2015!  
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Night Writing Teacher Guide 

Note: All Night Writing student packets have areas for rough drafts, planning, editing, and graphic organizers.  Final drafts 
will be on separate writing paper you need to staple at the back of their instruction packets: one to three pages 
depending on the prompt. All prompts are for Grades 2-5, with specifics for 2-3 and 4-5 highlighted in the prompt or checklist. 

IN CLASS AT HOME 

MONDAY 
• Review the prompt.   
• Have students spend two minutes with a partner discussing their 

ideas. 
• Use that week’s graphic organizer to plan your writing. MAKE SURE 

these graphic organizers are things you taught previously in the 
school year. 

• Use the SAME graphic organizer that is in the Night Writing packet 
you are using for the week. 

 
Students use their graphic organizer and complete it at 
home. 

TUESDAY 
• Have students tell their story to a partner using their graphic 

organizer.   
• You may want to use an appointment clock and have students 

meet with more than one partner to orally discuss their plan for 
writing.  

• Tell the students to skip lines and write on one side of the paper in 
their NW booklet so that later in the week when they are editing 
they can do this more easily. 

Students will write their first draft of the piece for the 
week.   
 

WEDNESDAY 
30-40 MINUTES: Guide students through the revision process.   
• Read this week’s prompt and review with the students the specific 

focus of the prompt, such as transition words, sequence words, 
sensory description, conjunctions, etc. 

• “Power up” the vocabulary—have students use a thesaurus to find 
new words.  

• Leads—Show students new ways to write a lead and then have 
them write 1-2 new leads for their piece on a large post-it. 

• Mystery—Ask students, “What’s the mystery in your story?”  “How 
have you introduced that in the first paragraph?” 

Have students revise writing of the first draft using 
suggestions they came up with during the teacher mini-
lesson.   
Make sure they read the instructions in their packets to 
ensure that they get all the revisions and edits called for in 
the prompt. 
Students who stay focused during the lesson will not have 
much homework on Wednesday night. 

THURSDAY 
With guidance, have students peer edit their revised pieces. You may 
want to use a group structure called “editing machine.” To do this, 
have students get into groups of 3.   
Peer 1 checks for ending punctuation and capitals.   
Peer 2 checks spelling—reads it backwards, highlights (or circles) 
misspelled words, and tries to re-write the word using a carat above 
the incorrect word.   
Peer 3 checks format—indenting, margins 

Students review their checklist against their drafts at 
home, complete corrections. 
 
They carefully rewrite their final draft and bring it with 
them Friday for review in class. 
 
 

FRIDAY 

Students share their final drafts with each other.  You may want to designate a bulletin board with a spot for every student to post 
their weekly Night Writing on Friday mornings.  Students can browse each other’s work and leave feedback on a post-it.  Or students 
can simply place the writing on their desks and walk around to read each other’s work.  As a teacher you could randomly select 5-6 
students weekly to give further feedback to, and perhaps enter a score in your grade book using the common core rubrics on our 
website. 

Note: All Night Writing packets have been upgraded to include specifics to California Common Core Standards for the grade level, including new text 
type divisions and checklists. 
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Night Writing Lessons and Resources 

Each document is available for download in PDF format and Microsoft Word format. All prompts can be 
used grades 2-5.  Differences between grades 2-3 and 4-5 are highlighted in the text of the prompt. 

Category Filename 

OPINION Writing 

Opinion Writing Prompt Ideas List 
Opinion Writing - Business Letter-Choose Product 
Opinion Writing - Business Letter-Favorite Cereal 
Opinion Writing - FOOD Review 
Opinion Writing - Friendly Letter-saving water 
Opinion Writing - Invitation 
Opinion Writing - Topic Sentences 

OPINION 
Writing: 
Response to 
Literature 

Teacher Instructions for Opinion-Response to Literature 
Opinion Writing BOOK Review 
Opinion Writing-Response to Lit-4 Short stories-Pre Write and Response 
Opinion Writing-Response to Lit-Edit-Rewrite-Tortoise and the Hare 

INFORMATIVE 
EXPLANATORY 
Writing 

Informative/Explanatory Writing Prompt Ideas List 
Informative Writing - Animal You Know - Conjunctions  
Informative Writing - Cook Something  
Informative Writing - Fruit - Sensory Description 
Informative Writing - Key Words and Summary Writing  
Informative Writing - Paragraph 
Informative Writing - Summary - no topic suggested 
Informative Writing - Thank You Letter  
Informative Writing - Topic Sentences 

NARRATIVE 
Writing General 
Writing 

Narrative Writing Prompt Ideas List  
Narrative Writing - FAMILY W SPECIAL POWERS - Adding Details 
Narrative Writing - FOLKTALE-sequence words-figurative language 
Narrative Writing - FREE CHOICE STORY - make own organizer-transition words-details 
Narrative Writing - NEW PLANET-ALIENS-story mountain organizer 
Narrative Writing - NEW SCHOOL-story mountain organizer 
Narrative Writing - PET IS LOST-story mountain organizer 
Narrative Writing - Picture - PLANTING - Conjunctions-Transition Words 
Narrative Writing - Plan-Revise EMBARRASSING MOMENT 
Narrative Writing - Plan-Revise FAMILY 
Narrative Writing - Plan-Revise PROUDEST MOMENT 
Narrative Writing - Plan-Revise-Action Verbs-PERSON YOU LOVE 
Narrative Writing - TALKING SCARECROW-inside-outside traits 
Narrative Writing - TEACHER DISAPPEARS-story mountain organizer 
Narrative Writing - TIME MACHINE - make own organizer 

NARRATIVE 
Writing Back-to-
School Writing 
Basics 

6-week  review 

wk 1 Narrative Writing - Sentences-Conjunctions- 
wk 2 Narrative Writing - Sentences 
wk 3 Narrative Writing - Sentences-Prep Phrases 
wk 4 Narrative Writing – Sentences-Prep Phrases 
wk 5 Narrative Writing - Action Verbs-Prep Phrase-Transition Words 
wk 6 Narrative Writing - Conjunctions-Transition Words-Prep Phrase 

TEACHER 
RESOURCES 

Teacher: How to Use Night Writing Lessons Guide 
Parent/Student Handbook 
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The Parent/Student Handbook for Night Writing: 
 

This is a 6 sheet, folded-in-half, back-to-back 
booklet for parents and students to understand the 
focus and requirements of Night Writing and access 
the resources for Night Writers. 
 
Inside the booklet includes: 

• An introduction letter to families explaining 
the program and asking for their support. 

• How to Do: Narrative Writing 
• Great Hooks: how to interest your readers 
• Planning your story 
• How to Do: Personal Narrative Writing  
• How to Do: Opinion Writing  
• How to Do: Informative/Explanatory 

Writing  
• Key Word Strategy and how to take 

notes 
• How to write topic sentences, 

conclusions, number statements, 
personal letters and more 

• Capitalization rules, and rules for 
Commas, End Points, Colons, and Semi-
colons 

 
 
All information incorporates the new 
California Common Core State Standards. 
 

Sample pages… 
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Sample Prompt for Opinion Writing-1 
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Sample Prompt for Opinion Writing-2
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Sample Prompt for Informative/Explanatory Writing-1 
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Sample Prompt for Informative/Explanatory Writing-2 
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Sample Prompt for Narrative Writing-1 
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Sample Prompt for Narrative Writing-2 


