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Samuel Peppard and the Wind Wagon
by Stephanie M. Bearce
“What kind of crazy contraption are you building?” 
“That invention of yours is gonna kill you yet!” 
“Samuel Peppard, you’ve gone plumb crazy!” 
Samuel Peppard just laughed at his neighbors’ warnings and kept on working. Throughout the spring of 1860, Samuel holed up in his barn in Oskaloosa, Kansas, building something big. Something nobody in town had ever seen before. Something called a wind wagon. 
At twenty-seven, Samuel had an aptitude for construction. He was a millwright by trade and earned his money building and repairing mill parts such as wooden wheels and metal gears, which were also used to build wagons. 
Having grown up on the Midwestern plains, he also knew something about the prairie winds. These winds seemed to blow constantly, and Samuel thought they would provide the perfect energy source for driving a wagon. The wind offered many advantages over a horse: it didn’t have to eat, drink, or sleep, and it certainly didn’t leave behind piles of smelly manure. The wind wagon seemed to be the ideal transportation for anyone headed to the Colorado gold fields—and that’s just where Samuel planned to go. 
So all spring Samuel hammered. He sewed his sails and carved out a mast. And with the help of three friends—Steve Randall, J.T. Forbes, and Gid Colon—Samuel built his dream. By early May the wind wagon was ready for a test run. A warm spring wind whipped at their faces as Samuel and his friends hauled the wagon a mile out of town. 
Samuel climbed on board the wind wagon. He raised the mainsail, and it immediately caught the breeze. The wagon sped forward but then suddenly lunged toward the ground. Samuel held on for dear life, afraid the wagon would flip over. Quickly he lowered the large sail and hoisted the small one. The small sail caught less wind, and the wagon raced smoothly through the prairie grass. Samuel and his friends were still cheering when the wagon rolled over a small hill, leaped thirty feet into the air, and crashed. 
Samuel crawled out to inspect the damage. It was nothing a good millwright couldn’t fix. Samuel and his friends pushed the wagon back to town, and in two days, it was as good as new. Shaped like a small boat on buggy wheels, the wagon now had a hand brake to control the speed and a rudder for steering. 
“Where are you going with that contraption?” 
“You’ll never get to Colorado.” 
“Samuel Peppard, you’ve gone plumb crazy!” 
Samuel waved good-bye to his neighbors as he and his friends loaded food, camping equipment, and rifles into the wind wagon. Samuel, J.T., Steve, and Gid then sailed north on the prairie grass to join the Oregon Trail to Fort Kearny. 
At times the prairie winds cooperated, and the wagon zipped through the rolling plains at fifteen miles per hour. J.T., Steve, and Gid laughed and shouted as Samuel steered past old-fashioned buggies pulled by horses. 
But other days, the winds died down, and the horse-drawn wagons marched past as the wind wagon sat still. On those days J.T., Steve, and Gid went hunting for supper while Samuel waited with the wagon for the wind to return. As soon as the wind picked up, Samuel hoisted the sail, and his friends ran to jump on board. The wind wagon crew had to be ready to sail whenever the wind blew, even if it was the middle of the night. Sometimes J.T. and Steve watched the prairie moon and listened to the coyotes call as Samuel and Gid steered the wagon west. 
It only took fifteen days for the wind wagon to reach Fort Kearny. When it rolled into town there was quite a commotion. 
“What in the world is that strange wagon?” 
“I’ve never seen anything like it.” 
“Somebody’s gone plumb crazy!”
Samuel Peppard’s wind wagon became an instant hit. A reporter for Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper wrote an article about the wagon, and people up and down the Oregon Trail were talking about how fast it could travel and how much money it saved with no horses to feed. 
Even Native Americans were amazed at the sight of the wind wagon. Samuel told the reporter that when a group of Indians on horseback had seen the wagon, they started a playful contest. All the riders raced alongside trying to keep up with the wind wagon; one by one, they dropped off. When the last rider finally gave up, he waved to Samuel and said, “White man fly like a bird.” 
After Fort Kearny, Samuel and his friends sailed parallel to the Oregon Trail all the way to Fort Morgan, Colorado. There, the wind wagon met its match. 
“What’s that swirling dust?” 
“Hurry, Samuel, lower the sail!” 
“This wagon’s gone plumb crazy!” 
When the dust devil blew away, the wind wagon lay in a broken heap with no hope of repair. Fortunately, neither Samuel nor his friends were hurt. By the time they dusted themselves off, they were surrounded by many horse-drawn wagons offering rides. 
Samuel and his friends hitched a ride with the baggage wagon for the rest of their journey to Denver. They had crossed over five hundred miles in their wind wagon in only a month. 
Samuel Peppard never built another wind wagon. After hunting for gold in Colorado, he joined the Union army and fought in the Civil War. When the war was over, he went home to Oskaloosa, got married, and raised thirteen children. 
And sometimes, when he told the story of his wind wagon, Samuel Peppard heard his grandchildren say: 
“What kind of contraption was that?” 
“You could have been killed.”
“Grandpa, you were plumb crazy.” 

"Samuel Peppard and the Wind Wagon" by Stephanie M. Bearce from Spider Magazine's March 2011 issue, copyright © 2011 by Carus Publishing Company. Reprinted by permission.
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Key Elements:
Source #2 (Is the Penny Worth It?)
· The U.S. Department of Defense stopped using the penny on foreign military bases over 30 years ago because pennies are “too heavy and are not cost effective to ship.”
· The foreign military bases use a pricing system that rounds transactions to the nearest 5-cents, and that rounding system seems to work well.
· Some fear that rounding will cost more for customers because of rising prices. Mark Weller says the “rounding tax” will cost consumers $600 million per year.
· Dr. Whaples study says that over $700 million is wasted per year in the United States through the time it takes retail clerks and customers to count pennies.
· Many argue that price rounding cannot be done fairly, so finding a cheaper way to make pennies is a better option for cutting the costs of the penny. One option for cutting costs is by using steel to make pennies like was done during World War II.

Type your answer in this box.
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Source #1 (Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents Foolish?)
• Congress has instructed the US Mint to study ways to make the penny more cheaply.
• Congress changed the composition of the penny in 1982 to be more zinc and less copper.
• Steel was used to make pennies during World War II.
• A nickel costs more than 11 cents to produce and distribute.
Type your answer in this box.
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Type your answer in this box.
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