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Constructed Response Questions – Grade 8 2013 for Teachers 

From SBAC portal – Practice Test Scoring Guides at SBAC.com 
(Some questions did not present DOK and Standards information) 

 

Samuel Peppard and the Wind Wagon 

by Stephanie M. Bearce 

“What kind of crazy contraption are you building?”  

“That invention of yours is gonna kill you yet!”  

“Samuel Peppard, you’ve gone plumb crazy!”  

Samuel Peppard just laughed at his neighbors’ warnings and kept on working. 
Throughout the spring of 1860, Samuel holed up in his barn in Oskaloosa, Kansas, building 
something big. Something nobody in town had ever seen before. Something called a wind 
wagon.  

At twenty-seven, Samuel had an aptitude for construction. He was a millwright by trade 
and earned his money building and repairing mill parts such as wooden wheels and metal gears, 
which were also used to build wagons.  

Having grown up on the Midwestern plains, he also knew something about the prairie 
winds. These winds seemed to blow constantly, and Samuel thought they would provide the 
perfect energy source for driving a wagon. The wind offered many advantages over a horse: it 
didn’t have to eat, drink, or sleep, and it certainly didn’t leave behind piles of smelly manure. 
The wind wagon seemed to be the ideal transportation for anyone headed to the Colorado gold 
fields—and that’s just where Samuel planned to go.  

So all spring Samuel hammered. He sewed his sails and carved out a mast. And with the 
help of three friends—Steve Randall, J.T. Forbes, and Gid Colon—Samuel built his dream. By 
early May the wind wagon was ready for a test run. A warm spring wind whipped at their faces 
as Samuel and his friends hauled the wagon a mile out of town.  

Samuel climbed on board the wind wagon. He raised the mainsail, and it immediately 
caught the breeze. The wagon sped forward but then suddenly lunged toward the ground. 
Samuel held on for dear life, afraid the wagon would flip over. Quickly he lowered the large sail 
and hoisted the small one. The small sail caught less wind, and the wagon raced smoothly 
through the prairie grass. Samuel and his friends were still cheering when the wagon rolled over 
a small hill, leaped thirty feet into the air, and crashed.  

Samuel crawled out to inspect the damage. It was nothing a good millwright couldn’t fix. 
Samuel and his friends pushed the wagon back to town, and in two days, it was as good as new. 
Shaped like a small boat on buggy wheels, the wagon now had a hand brake to control the 
speed and a rudder for steering.  

“Where are you going with that contraption?”  
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“You’ll never get to Colorado.”  

“Samuel Peppard, you’ve gone plumb crazy!”  

Samuel waved good-bye to his neighbors as he and his friends loaded food, camping 
equipment, and rifles into the wind wagon. Samuel, J.T., Steve, and Gid then sailed north on the 
prairie grass to join the Oregon Trail to Fort Kearny.  

At times the prairie winds cooperated, and the wagon zipped through the rolling plains 
at fifteen miles per hour. J.T., Steve, and Gid laughed and shouted as Samuel steered past old-
fashioned buggies pulled by horses.  

But other days, the winds died down, and the horse-drawn wagons marched past as the 
wind wagon sat still. On those days J.T., Steve, and Gid went hunting for supper while Samuel 
waited with the wagon for the wind to return. As soon as the wind picked up, Samuel hoisted 
the sail, and his friends ran to jump on board. The wind wagon crew had to be ready to sail 
whenever the wind blew, even if it was the middle of the night. Sometimes J.T. and Steve 
watched the prairie moon and listened to the coyotes call as Samuel and Gid steered the wagon 
west.  

It only took fifteen days for the wind wagon to reach Fort Kearny. When it rolled into 
town there was quite a commotion.  

“What in the world is that strange wagon?”  

“I’ve never seen anything like it.”  

“Somebody’s gone plumb crazy!” 

Samuel Peppard’s wind wagon became an instant hit. A reporter for Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper wrote an article about the wagon, and people up and down the Oregon 
Trail were talking about how fast it could travel and how much money it saved with no horses 
to feed.  

Even Native Americans were amazed at the sight of the wind wagon. Samuel told the 
reporter that when a group of Indians on horseback had seen the wagon, they started a playful 
contest. All the riders raced alongside trying to keep up with the wind wagon; one by one, they 
dropped off. When the last rider finally gave up, he waved to Samuel and said, “White man fly 
like a bird.”  

After Fort Kearny, Samuel and his friends sailed parallel to the Oregon Trail all the way 
to Fort Morgan, Colorado. There, the wind wagon met its match.  

“What’s that swirling dust?”  

“Hurry, Samuel, lower the sail!”  

“This wagon’s gone plumb crazy!”  

When the dust devil blew away, the wind wagon lay in a broken heap with no hope of 
repair. Fortunately, neither Samuel nor his friends were hurt. By the time they dusted 
themselves off, they were surrounded by many horse-drawn wagons offering rides.  
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Samuel and his friends hitched a ride with the baggage wagon for the rest of their 
journey to Denver. They had crossed over five hundred miles in their wind wagon in only a 
month.  

Samuel Peppard never built another wind wagon. After hunting for gold in Colorado, he 
joined the Union army and fought in the Civil War. When the war was over, he went home to 
Oskaloosa, got married, and raised thirteen children.  

And sometimes, when he told the story of his wind wagon, Samuel Peppard heard his 
grandchildren say:  

“What kind of contraption was that?”  

“You could have been killed.” 

“Grandpa, you were plumb crazy.”  

 

"Samuel Peppard and the Wind Wagon" by Stephanie M. Bearce from Spider Magazine's March 
2011 issue, copyright © 2011 by Carus Publishing Company. Reprinted by permission. 
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Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

2 Point Response includes an explanation of how the given sentence affects the reader’s 
understanding of Samuel Peppard and at least one correct supporting detail from the text.  

Exemplar:  

The narrator’s statement makes the reader think that Samuel is confident in his idea for 
the wind wagon. Samuel knew he could make it work because he was good at 
construction, and he laughed because he knew his neighbors didn’t understand wagon-
building as well as he did.  

 

1 Point Response includes an explanation of how the given sentence affects the reader’s 
understanding of Samuel Peppard with limited or missing support from the text.  

Exemplar:  

The narrator’s statement shows that Samuel is confident even though his neighbors 
don’t understand what he is doing.  

 

0 Point Response that does not explain how the given sentence affects the reader’s 
understanding of Samuel Peppard receives no credit.  

Exemplar:  

Samuel’s neighbors are curious. 

DOK:  

Standard(s):   
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Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

2 Point Response includes an appropriate character trait and a supporting example from the 
text. Correct responses may include a description of Samuel’s determination and dedication.  

Exemplar 

Samuel Peppard was a determined person who didn’t care what other people thought. 
From the beginning, other people told him his idea of a wind-drawn wagon was crazy. 
But he never let their doubts slow him down. In the story, “Samuel Peppard just laughed 
at his neighbors’ warnings and kept working.” He believed in his idea, and he persisted 
in rebuilding his wagon even after its first crash.  

 

1 Point Response includes an appropriate character trait with missing or incomplete support.  

Exemplar 

Samuel was an independent thinker. He didn’t mind when people thought his ideas 
were strange.  

 

0 Point Response that does not provide an appropriate character trait receives no credit.  

Exemplar 

Samuel’s neighbors warned him. 

DOK:  

Standard(s):   
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Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

1 Point Response includes at least one sentence that establishes a clear claim for the given 
paragraph.  

Exemplar 

Middle school kids need classes like physical education.  

0 Point Response does not include a sentence that establishes an appropriate claim for the 
paragraph receives no credit.  

Exemplar 

Our school has gym twice a week this year. 
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Type your answer in this box. 
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2 Point Response uses the additional facts to better support the key ideas in the paragraphs. 
The response uses appropriate word choices and organization for the intended audience and 
purpose. The sentences and ideas are coherent and connected through the use of appropriate 
transitions, organization and a variety of sentence structures.  

Exemplar  

Fruits and vegetables are important to a healthy diet and lifestyle. Most of our bodies 
need vitamins and minerals found in these foods in order to be our best. Vitamin B, 
found in many vegetables such as green peas and potatoes, is important to keeping our 
energy at its highest level. Foods containing vitamin C, like oranges, help to keep our 
immune systems working to fight off illness. Many of the fruits and vegetables also 
contain folic acid, which studies have shown help brain development and functioning. 
Finding the sweetest, juiciest of these foods will help people enjoy eating them.  

 

1 Point Response includes most of the additional facts in a somewhat well-developed 
paragraph. The response may include extraneous or loosely related details and may have 
limited and predictable vocabulary that may not be consistently appropriate for the intended 
audience and purpose. Some evidence of coherent structure through use of transitions, 
organization and sentence variety is present, if used inconsistently.  

Exemplar  

Fruits and vegetables are important to a healthy diet and lifestyle. Most of our bodies 
need vitamins and minerals found in these foods in order to be our best. Vitamins like B 
and C are in vegetables like peas and oranges and help people stay healthy and fight 
diseases. Folic acid helps the brain. Finding the sweetest, juiciest of these foods will help 
people enjoy eating them.  

 

0 Point Response that does not use the given facts in a correct or complete paragraph receives 
no credit. The response may include few supporting details that may be vague, repetitive, 
incorrect, or interfere with the meaning of the text. The response may have inappropriate 
vocabulary for the intended audience and purpose.  

Exemplar  

Fruits and vegetables are important to a healthy diet and lifestyle. People should eat 
different kinds of fruits and vegetables. Finding the sweetest, juiciest of these foods will 
help people enjoy eating them. 
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Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

2 Point Response identifies the incorrect sentence and corrects the error in grammar usage.  

Exemplar  

Sentence 3: Sheila watched Desmond stuff his mouth with a cupcake frosted with vanilla 
icing.  

 

1 Point Response identifies the incorrect sentence, but includes a partial or incorrect revision of 
the sentence.  

Exemplar  

Sentence 3: With a cupcake frosted with vanilla icing, Sheila watched Desmond stuff his 
mouth.  

 

0 Point Response that does not identify the incorrect sentence receives no credit.  

Exemplar  

Sentence 1: At the local bakery, they began their new jobs. 
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Type your answer in this box. 

 

2 Point Response replaces both underlined words with more precise terms.  

Exemplar  

The trapping function of the Venus Flytrap is performed by the terminal portion of each 
of the plant’s leaves and is activated by tiny hairs on their inner surfaces.  

 

1 Point Response includes one precise term to replace one of the underlined words.  

Exemplar  

The trapping job of the Venus Flytrap is performed by the terminal portion of each of 
the plant’s leaves and is triggered by tiny hairs on their inner surfaces.  

 

0 Point Response that does not replace either of the general underlined terms with more 
precise terms receives no credit.  

Exemplar  

The trapping job of the Venus Flytrap is performed by the terminal portion of each of 
the plant’s leaves and is started by tiny hairs on their inner surfaces. 
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Constructed Responses 2014 – Grade 8 

From SBAC portal – Practice Test Scoring Guides at SBAC.com 

 

DOK: 3 

Standards: W-1.a: use information provided in a stimulus to write organized arguments by 
establishing and introducing a clear claim. 

 

 
 

Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

2 Point Response  

• establishes an appropriate claim that adequately articulates the argument(s) presented 
in the stimulus  

• provides adequate information to put the claim about the school board's plan to frame 
the argument /put it into context  

• does more than list arguments to support the claim—not formulaic  
• provides an adequate connection to the body paragraph 2 point sample answer  
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Exemplar: 

Cell phones should be allowed in schools. The reality is that a greater number of 
students and their parents are acquiring cell phones. As a result, we are increasingly 
becoming a generation that is dependent on mobile technology. Schools already have 
rules for the use of technology, such as school computers. Therefore, why not create a 
policy for cell phones as well? Rules would be better than a ban.  

 

Annotation: The writer’s introduction does reflect the argument as a whole and sets the context. The 
suggested solution moves the reader to the next body paragraph. This “adequate” response meets all 
criteria for a 2, although other “2” responses may not hit all 4 bullets, or might utilize other approaches.  

1 Point Response  
• provides a claim that partially reflects the argument(s) presented in the stimulus  
• provides general information that attempts to frame the argument/put the claim 

into context  
• may list arguments—formulaic  
• provides a weak connection to the body paragraph1 point sample answer  

Exemplar: 

Schools should allow students to have cell phones.  

Currently, we depend on cell phones to stay in touch with others and to get updated 
information. School is about gathering information; therefore, cell phones will help.  

Annotation: The claim is appropriate for the argument, but there is little context provided, and 
the information provided is mostly general (“stay in touch”) or irrelevant to the stimulus 
(“gathering information”). The connection to the body paragraph is weak. Other “1” responses 
may have different strengths, weaknesses, approaches and still receive an overall score of “1.”  

 

0 Point Response  

• provides no claim OR provides a claim that is not adequate/ appropriate for the 
stimulus  

• provides irrelevant or no information to frame the argument or put the claim into 
context  

• provides no appropriate connection to the body paragraph 

Exemplar: 

I have a cell phone that my mom gave to me to use to keep in contact with her. It’s great 
for school. It has Internet access on it, so that I can check email and look up information 
as well.  

Annotation: There is an implicit claim (“it’s great for school” [therefore they shouldn’t be 
banned]), but the information provided to frame the argument is irrelevant to the stimulus 
(“my mom,” “email,” etc.). There is no attempt to connect to the body of the paragraph. See 
other grade levels for different types of “0” responses. 
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DOK:  4 

Standard(s):  RI-1 
The student will analyze information within and among multiple sources of information. 

 

 

Key Elements: 
Source #2 (Is the Penny Worth It?) 

• The U.S. Department of Defense stopped using the penny on foreign military bases over 
30 years ago because pennies are “too heavy and are not cost effective to ship.” 

• The foreign military bases use a pricing system that rounds transactions to the nearest 
5-cents, and that rounding system seems to work well. 

• Some fear that rounding will cost more for customers because of rising prices. Mark 
Weller says the “rounding tax” will cost consumers $600 million per year. 

• Dr. Whaples study says that over $700 million is wasted per year in the United States 
through the time it takes retail clerks and customers to count pennies. 

• Many argue that price rounding cannot be done fairly, so finding a cheaper way to make 
pennies is a better option for cutting the costs of the penny. One option for cutting costs 
is by using steel to make pennies like was done during World War II. 

 

Type your answer in this box. 
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2 Point Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence from 
Source #2 that support this idea and that explains how each example supports the idea. 

Exemplar: 

Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding by providing more information about why 
some people think the penny should be eliminated. For example, it gives the concrete 
example of a study done by Dr. Whaples which indicated that eliminating the penny 
could save over $700 million because of the time wasted counting pennies. This 
concrete example helps the reader understand that eliminating the penny has the 
potential to save a significant amount of money. 

In addition, Source #2 also provides more information on the reasons some people think 
the penny should remain. For example, many people fear that eliminating the penny 
and rounding prices will cause customers to have to pay more over time. This example 
helps the reader understand that there may be negative consequences to eliminating 
the penny. 

 

1 Point Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides two pieces of evidence from 
Source #2 that support this idea but doesn't explain how each example supports the idea. 

OR 

Response is an evidence-based explanation that provides only one piece of evidence from 
Source #2 that supports this idea and that explains how that example supports the idea. 

Exemplar 

Source #2 adds to the reader’s understanding by providing more information about why 
some people think the penny should be eliminated. For example, it gives the concrete 
example of a study done by Dr. Whaples which indicated that eliminating the penny 
could save over $700 million because of the time wasted counting pennies. This 
concrete example helps the reader understand that eliminating the penny has the 
potential to save a significant amount of money. 

 

0 Point Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or blank. 

Exemplar 

Eliminating the penny could save the United States a lot of money. 
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DOK:  4 

Standard(s):  WHST-8 

The student will use reasoning, evaluation, and evidence to assess the credibility of each source 
in order to select relevant information to support research. 

 
Key Elements: 
Source #1 (Penny Wise, or 2.4 Cents Foolish?) 
• Congress has instructed the US Mint to study ways to make the penny more cheaply. 
• Congress changed the composition of the penny in 1982 to be more zinc and less copper. 
• Steel was used to make pennies during World War II. 
• A nickel costs more than 11 cents to produce and distribute. 

Type your answer in this box. 

 

 

Rubric: 

2 Points Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most relevant 
source AND includes two pieces of evidence from that source that support this evaluation and 
that explains why each piece of evidence supports the idea that it is the most relevant source. 

Exemplar: 

Source #1 is most likely to be relevant to students researching the ways to reduce the 
cost of producing the penny because it provides the most detailed information about 
changes that have been made to the penny in the past to reduce costs. For example, it 
points out that in 1982 Congress changed the metals in the penny to contain more zinc 
and less copper in order to reduce the cost. Also, during WWII steel was used to make 
pennies instead of copper. These two pieces of information make Source #1 the most 
relevant source for ways to reduce the cost of producing pennies. 
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1 Point Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most relevant 
source AND includes one piece of evidence from that source that support this evaluation and 
that explains why the piece of evidence supports the idea that it is the most relevant source. 

OR 

Response is an evidence-based explanation that correctly identifies the most relevant source 
AND includes two pieces of evidence from that source that support this evaluation but does not 
explain why each piece of evidence supports the idea that it is the most relevant source. 

OR 

Response is an evidence-based explanation that does not identify a source or correctly identify 
the most relevant source but includes two pieces of evidence from the correct source and that 
explains why each piece of evidence supports the idea that it is the most relevant source. 

Exemplar  

Source #1 is most likely to be relevant to students researching the ways to reduce the 
cost of producing the penny because it provides the most detailed information about 
changes that have been made to the penny in the past to reduce costs. For example, it 
points out that in 1982 Congress changed the metals in the penny to contain more zinc 
and less copper in order to reduce the cost. This information makes Source #1 the most 
relevant source for ways to reduce the cost of producing pennies. 

 

0 Point Response is an explanation that is incorrect, irrelevant, insufficient, or blank. 

Exemplar  

Source #2 is the most relevant source to students researching the ways to reduce the 
cost of producing the penny. 
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DOK:  4 

Standard(s):  W1-A 

The student will write full arguments about topics or texts, attending to purpose and audience: 
establish and support a claim, organize and cite supporting (text) evidence from credible 
sources, and develop a conclusion that is appropriate to purpose and audience and follows and 
supports the argument(s) presented. 
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Type your answer in this box. 
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