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Writing Unit Road Map – Argument – Grades 6-8


	
	MODELED:

I do you watch
	SHARED:

WE write together
	GUIDED:

YOU do, I help as needed
	INDEPENDENT:

YOU do I evaluate & adjust teaching
	ASSESSMENT:



	TARGET:

	The Week of
	
	
	
	
	

	INSTRUCTIONAL FOCUS
	Model with mentor texts:

· Read several exemplar argument/editorial articles

· Color code or label the elements from the standards for this writing type

Do one or more teacher models: 

· Choose a topic you are passionate about and model the steps in the process thinking aloud as you go.  Include researching for reasons in support, planning the writing, composing the piece.

Give students a copy and label the elements.
	Shared Writing:

1. Choose a topic to write a class piece about.

2. Walk the students through the research and planning process with their input.

3. Ask students to compose the argument piece one sentence at a time, orally. Prompt students to include elements from the standards such as the “hook”, stating argument, providing reasons and support from research, etc.

4. Label the parts of the shared writing chart with the elements in the standards/rubric

Create a “how to” chart for each step of the process and review this.
	Guided Writing:

Students are writing their own pieces now.  

· Encourage choice of topic within a range (such as current events, book reviews, history topic, etc.

· Teach the anchor papers lesson to show students what you mean by a level 1,2,3,4 paper and post

· Teach mini lessons as needed on various elements:

· Hooks

· Citing evidence from the text

· Synonyms for over-used words you notice

· Call to action for conclusion

Meet with small groups based on need
	Independent Writing & Publishing:

Students choose one piece to revise, edit and publish:

1. Teach students how to pick their best piece by comparing to anchor papers

2. Teach revision one element at a time such as word choice or adding detail

3. Teach editing one element at a time to see if they can self-edit: capitals, periods, spelling, etc.

4. If possible do individual conferences to do final edit

5. Students type and illustrate

6. Celebrate with sharing publically

Do a “dress rehearsal” of a similar prompt for the writing assessment
	Writing Benchmark

Published writing piece 

Save pieces in a portfolio to show growth

	STUDENT WRITING
	Independently do “quick tries” with various elements of argument writing, but no need to edit and revise.
	Independently do “quick tries”, but no need to edit and revise.
	Students produce several drafts of argument pieces during this phase.  Publish possibly one piece.
	Choosing, revising, editing, publishing/typing and illustrating with help.
	

	YOUR CONTENT: (Books to use, ties to science/social studies, etc.)
	
	
	
	
	

	HAND

BOOK PAGES
	Exemplars p.17; color code identifying elements p. 21, 26-28 and 32-34; modeled writing 29-31; how to take a stand/form argument 38-39, develop an argument 40-42

	Choose a topic p. 20, 24, 40, 41; essay planning guide p.45; argument writing organizer p.51; modeled writing p. 24, 25, 29, 30, 42, 45, 46; hook, argument, reasons, evidence p.28-30; how-to charts p.43 and 52
	Anchor papers p. 9-10, 29, 32;  graphic organizer for planning 34; guided practice 58-60; sample prompts for students p. 24, 61; 

	Writing checklists p.52-54; revision and editing p.55; cues, sequence and transition words p. 78-79; writing conference strategies p.66 – 71; publishing week 72-74; author’s chair for feedback p.75; editing machine p.76-77; revision p.81
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